
Waimea Inlet Forum comments and suggestions for the review
of the Management Plan for the Moutere-Waimea Ward

reserves around the Waimea Inlet

21 February 2020

Introduction
The Waimea Inlet Forum are pleased that the Council works in partnership with community groups, other 
organisations, neighbours and volunteers to look after the reserves bordering Waimea Inlet, and we support
the continuation of this, as a key method of implementing the objectives and policies of the Moutere-
Waimea Ward Reserves Management Plan.  We look forward to continuing to play a part, particularly 
through the Battle for the Banded Rail planting and predator control programmes. 

We are grateful for this opportunity to suggest matters that we would like to see included in the review of 
the Moutere-Waimea Ward Reserves Management Plan.

We would like to see the Council take a similar approach in this new management plan as was taken with 
the recent Reserve Management Plan review for Motueka Ward, for instance by continuing the concept of 
'Healthy Nature Healthy People'.  

We would like to see those Esplanade Reserves which border the Inlet included in the Management Plan.

The northern and western shore of Waimea Inlet
 1. In all of the Council controlled land bordering rural and rural residential zones around the northern 

and western shore of Waimea Inlet (plus, as far as possible, the Esplanade Strips), we would like 
priority to be given to maintaining, restoring, enhancing and extending the ecological health and 
indigenous character of the Significant Native Habitat areas and the other areas around the Inlet’s 
shore, and also to protecting them from incompatible human activities.  We support selected 
revegetation with eco-sourced native species, together with regular weed and humane animal pest 
control, to enhance the integrity of these sites. 
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 2. We would like to see a policy that prohibits or restricts public access, including by foot and/or by 
cycle, along those parts of the Council controlled land where restrictions are needed to preserve 
ecological values and to prevent disturbance to protected wildlife in the Reserves and on adjoining 
intertidal areas.  As well as the proposed Scenic Reserves, this includes the Esplanade Reserves, 
where public access would otherwise be a priority.

 3. Control of dogs is a serious on-going issue.  We would like to see dogs excluded altogether from all 
parts of the Reserves and adjoining intertidal saltmarsh where there is a risk of them disturbing 
wildlife.  We have found that the current Dog Control Bylaw, requiring dogs to be on a leash when 
wildlife may be at risk, does not give adequate protection, due to the difficulty of enforcement.  
When Council next reviews the Dog Control Bylaw, these must be designated as dog prohibited 
areas.  All of the areas needing protection should be identified in the Management Plan, and this 
intention to change the Bylaw should be included as a Policy1.

 4. We would like to see greater emphasis on preparing for future effects of sea level rise and other 
effects related to climate change, in particular by encouraging natural inland migration of inter-tidal
saltmarsh and riparian plant associations and associated fauna wherever the opportunity arises. 
We strongly oppose any construction of hard defences against the sea. 

 5. We would like the Council to make into Reserves, under the Reserves Act, those areas of land with 
existing or potential ecological value along the Inlet’s shoreline which are owned by the Council but
do not currently have Reserve status.   Our preference is that they be given Scenic classification, 
although it may be that Local Purpose (Esplanade) would be more appropriate for some of them.  
The new Management Plan should apply to all of them, and we support the continuation of Policies
6.6 (Scenic Reserves and Special Interest Sites) from the existing August 2000 Management Plan for
their management.

 6. We would like to see stronger policies written into the Plan, and enforced, to reduce or prevent 
access to and along all parts of the shoreline and adjoining intertidal areas by domestic cats, as 
they can have significant adverse impact on the wildlife.  We also wish to see a continuing 
commitment to the control of exotic pests such as rats, stoats and possums.

 7. Four land areas are of particular concern to us.  This is how we would like to see them managed.

Dominion Flats and former Higgs Reserve
 8. Following construction of Te Mamaku Drive, the pattern of

land ownership around the former Higgs Reserve, Dominion
Stream and Chaytor Stream has changed.  We would like to
see the legal status of those parcels of land held by the
Council tidied up, that they all be made into Reserve under
the Reserves Act and classified/reclassified as Scenic
Reserve, and that the Management Plan pull together their
management so that they become one integrated ecological
unit.  We note that the Council’s map of all Moutere-

1 Note that the management plan covers only land above Mean High 
Water Springs, while Council bylaws can extend into the intertidal area.
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Dominion Flats/Higgs Reserve land 
that we would like to be managed 
as Scenic Reserve 
- overlaid on Map 16



Waimea Ward Reserves does not show the parcel on the south side of 4c (Local Purpose Reserve - 
Public Utility - Pt Sec 45 Moutere Hills District), nor the balance of the parcel around 3a, b and c 
(Section 6-8 SO Plan 445119) on Map 16 as Council land.

Hoddy Estuary Park
 9. We would like to see this land parcel (Lot 6 DP 20521) reclassified as a Scenic Reserve under the 

Reserves Act, and that the Management Plan instigate a management regime that gives priority to 
ecological restoration, with public recreation as a secondary activity.

Research Orchard Road and Research Orchard Road Esplanade Reserves
 10. We would like to see these land parcels (Lots 17 and 18 DP 410968 and Lot 1 DP 18638) reclassified

as Scenic Reserves under the Reserves Act, and that the Management Plan instigate a management
regime that gives priority to their ecological restoration, with public recreation as a secondary 
activity.

 11. We would like to see the Management Plan build on the past ecological restoration achievements 
within these Reserves, by developing a consistent maintenance and management programme for 
existing native plantings, by extending the plantings to replace most of the current extent of grass 
mowing, and by controlling and replacing the invasive grass Tall Fescue. 

 12. The owners of a property adjoining the Research Orchard Road Esplanade Reserve are undertaking 
a major ecological restoration in conjunction with Forest and Bird, where, over the next three years 
close on 35,000 native plants will be planted, which will complement and tie in with both of the 
Research Orchard Road Reserves. We would like the Council to support and encourage this project 
and other similar projects adjoining Council reserves around the shores of the inlet. 

Pearl Creek and Cotterell Road Reserves
 13. The area around the mouths of the Waimea River and Pearl Creek contains several Significant 

Natural Habitats.

 14. The Council’s map of all Moutere-Waimea Ward Reserves shows that the Council owns Cotterell 
Road and Pearl Creek Esplanade Reserves (3 and 4 on Map 22).  

 15. We would like to see the additional land parcels which were purchased from the O’Connor family 
by the Council in March 2017 (Lots 1-5 DP5472, shown as 5 on Map 22) made into Reserve under 
the Reserves Act, and that the Management Plan instigate a management regime for this land that 
gives priority to ecological restoration and provides for saltmarsh migration in response to sea level 
rise.

 16. We would like the Council to formally acknowledge that the land immediately to the north of these 
parcels, plus land on the east side of the mouth of the Waimea river, plus the islands between Best 
Island and Rough Island, plus marshlands to the east and west of these areas, all of which were 
above Mean High Water Springs when the Marine and Coastal Area (Takutai Moana) Act came into 
force in 2011, are Council land, being former Nelson Harbour Board Endowment Land under the 
Nelson Harbour Act 1905 which was vested in the Council by Order in Council in 1989.  There are 
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also areas of Council-owned unformed legal road on the east side of the Waimea river.  Most of us 
would like all of this land to be made into Reserve under the Reserves Act. 

 17. We would like to see the land marked as 3, 4 and
5 on Map 22, plus Lots 1-5 DP5472, the ex-
endowment land, and the unformed legal road,
all classified in a way that recreational access can
be restricted as necessary to protect their
wildlife. We are happy for game bird hunting to
continue, in a controlled manner that does not
unduly disrupt indigenous habitat or fauna.  Our
preference is that they be given Scenic Reserve
classification. 

 18. Nelson/Marlborough Fish and Game Council,
being a member of the Forum and a signatory of
the Waimea Inlet Charter, consider that the area
would best be managed as part of the Waimea
River Park, without any Reserve status, rather
than as a Moutere-Waimea Ward Reserve.  
However, other Forum participants favour the
Reserve status, being of the opinion that the
character, natural functions, values and potential
of this area are quite different from those of the
River Park, and it should therefore be managed
as a separate entity.  

 19. We would all like the whole of the Council-
owned Pearl Creek/Waimea river mouth area to
be managed as a seamlessly integrated wildlife
refuge, with carefully managed public access, to
provide a significant area for: 

 a) future saltmarsh migration in response to sea level rise, 

 b) expanded habitat for bird species such as bittern, fernbird and banded rail, 

 c) whitebait breeding habitat, 

 d) spring- and river-fed freshwater wetlands, 

 e) as a ‘blue carbon’ sequestration project, 

while also providing for some controlled hunting of game birds and fishing for whitebait under a 
monitoring and management programme which ensures that these activities do not disturb 
indigenous habitat or protected wildlife2.

2 Protected Wildlife means any animal that is absolutely or partially protected in accordance with the Wildlife Act 
1953 and any marine mammal within the meaning of the Marine Mammals Protection Act 1978
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Ex-O'Connor land and ex-Harbour Board 
endowment land (yellow with red outline) that 
we would like to be managed as Scenic Reserve
– overlaid on Map 22



 20. There is a good case for preparing a comprehensive management programme for the whole of this 
area, and for identifying funding sources for its implementation.  The Waimea Inlet Forum would 
welcome the opportunity to help with preparing and implementing the programme.  

 21. We consider that this area has potential to become a flagship example of national significance, 
showcasing best practice for carbon sequestration, for the protection of ecological values of 
intertidal wetlands in the face of sea level rise, for offsetting the adverse ecological effects of 
riparian development around the urban parts of the Inlet’s shoreline, and for the consequent 
protection of the health, functioning and natural productivity of the entire Inlet. 

 22. Many of the boundaries of this area follow the line of Mean High Water Springs, and thus are 
ambulatory boundaries which change over time.  We would like to see the management 
programme also covering the areas of intertidal saltmarsh and water channels adjoining the new 
Reserves, together with the land as one functioning ecological unit extending out to the shorelines 
of Bell Island, Greenslade Park (Rough Island) and the Redwood Road causeway.

Mapua Reserves
 23. We acknowledge that the pressure of human activities around the Mapua shoreline of the Inlet 

somewhat limits the potential for the reserves alongside urban and suburban areas to have high 
ecological value, especially where they adjoin residential sections.  However, any opportunity 
should be taken to maintain, restore, enhance and extend their values as indigenous habitat.

Grossi Point Reserve
 24. We agree that Grossi Point Reserve should continue to

be managed as a Recreation Reserve and we are happy
for it to include a boat launching ramp, until such time as
an alternative ramp is built elsewhere in Mapua.
However, we would like the management plan to impose
a prohibition on launching of jet skis at Grossi Point
straight away.  

 25. This is because jet skis launched from here have been
causing high levels of disturbance of wildlife around the
eastern part of the Inlet, especially around the
Department of Conservation’s No Mans Island Nature
Reserve, which is just across the channel from Grossi Point.  Limiting the speed of jetskis has proved
ineffective, as it is too difficult to police, and a prohibition on their launching will be much easier to 
police.  Once there is an alternative boat ramp, we would like to see an end to the launching of all 
motorised craft at Grossi Point, for the same reason.  

Thank you for this opportunity to give you our ideas.   Please feel free to contact us if you wish clarification 
on any part of the submission.
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Grossi Point and No Mans Island



for the Waimea Inlet Forum working group

E-mail: waimea.inlet@gmail.com 

Contact person: 

David Sissons, 23 Cropp Place, Richmond, Nelson 7020
Phone: (03) 544 1573      Mobile: 027 216 1100    E-mail: sissonsihug@outlook.com
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