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30 April 2019

To the Tasman District Council,

Thank you for inviting supporters of the Waimea Inlet Forum to a meeting at the Council to hear 
about and discuss the proposed new approach to stormwater management in Richmond, and for the
opportunity to give our feedback on the draft documents.  

The purpose of the Waimea Inlet Forum

The Waimea Inlet Forum is an informal group that was created to support the implementation of 
actions springing from the Waimea Inlet Management Strategy.  Collaborators include the Tasman 
and Nelson Councils, Department of Conservation, statutory agencies, non-statutory groups and 
organisations, businesses and residents who have an interest in and a commitment to the Waimea 
Inlet and its sustainable future.  

The Forum has a working group which meets bi-monthly to co-ordinate actions that achieve the aims
of the Strategy.  Tasman District Council is an active member of the group and provides significant 
facilitative, administrative and technical support.  As a consequence of this support, together with 
guidance and support from the Department of Conservation and volunteer input from the 
community living around the Inlet, an increasing amount of care and restoration has been achieved 
over the past eight years.  

The Waimea Inlet Management Strategy 

In August 2010 the Council adopted the Waimea Inlet Management Strategy and agreed to jointly 
support the Waimea Inlet Forum. 

As the Council's website explains, the Strategy supports both Nelson and Tasman Councils’ Long 
Term Plans.  As such, it supports the vision and the community-sourced outcome statements of 
those documents, and it guides the Councils’ decision-making across all departments, influencing 
not only statutory resource management but also provision of infrastructure, services and all areas 
of Council involvement.

The aim is to ensure that in future years the Inlet and its shores will be a vibrant place, richly 
appreciated by the community for its open space, natural and ecological values; happily 
remembered by generations for their activities, adventures and discoveries; a place where tangata 
whenua hold mana as kaitiaki of taonga; and a place to be shared with increasing respect.

Our feedback 

The feedback on the following pages uses the consultation questions provided by the Council.
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Do you support our approach to stormwater management in Richmond? 

Yes, the Waimea Inlet Forum is strongly supportive of the Council's evolving approach to stormwater 
management in Richmond.  It has been evolving very slowly, and the documents currently being 
consulted on show that at last there is going to be effective management of the quality of 
stormwater flowing from the urban area into Waimea Inlet.

Do you support our Draft Urban Stormwater Strategy? 

The Waimea Inlet Forum commends the Council's vision, as required by the National Policy 
Statement for Freshwater Management, to uphold te Mana o te Wai by providing for:

˖ Te Hauora o Te Wai – the health of the water;

˖ Te Hauora o Te Taiao – the health of the environment;

˖ Te Hauora o Ngā Tangata – the health of the people.

While Section 2.1.1 of the Strategy acknowledges the requirements of the National Policy Statement 
for Freshwater Management, there is no similar acknowledgement of the requirements of the New 
Zealand Coastal Policy Statement 2010, especially its Policies 11, 22 and 23, which is equally binding 
on the Council. 

We are strongly supportive of all of the stormwater management measures that will improve the 
water quality, ecosystem health and environmental aesthetics of the Inlet.  

We strongly support your adoption of the concept of ‘Ki uta ki tai’, taking a ‘whole-of-landscape’ 
approach to stormwater management from the mountains to the sea.

We acknowledge that your management objectives for clean water flowing in the waterways will 
lead to clean water flowing into and through the Inlet.  

While we endorse your long term aspirations, we feel that the wording of two of them is too closely 
focussed on fresh water.   We would like the wording to be amended to better reflect the whole of 
catchment approach and better give effect to te Mana o te Wai – The first because it explicitly 
includes the estuaries, and the second because it acknowledges that contaminated stormwater has 
negative effects beyond degrading water quality (e.g. through contaminating sediment and 
poisoning or otherwise affecting aquatic life).

The amended aspirations should read:

1 Our urban streams, and aquatic habitats, and coastal marine environment are healthy and 
accessible

2 Stormwater discharges do not degrade the water quality or ecosystem health of our streams 
and estuaries  
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We support your objective of creating green linkages connecting our hill country to the sea.  We also 
support your [preferred] pre-cautionary approach ... to avoid future problems resulting from 
stormwater contaminants. 

We also support your Objective 3.5 that Climate change effects are accounted for in flood risk 
assessments.   

Indeed, we commend the Council on everything in the Strategy.  It takes a realistic approach to 
addressing (avoiding, remedying and mitigating) the current and potential adverse effects of 
sediments and other contaminants on stormwater quality.

We also support and commend the Council on everything in the draft Richmond Catchment 
Management Plan, which is the next step in implementing the Strategy.  We support especially the 
actions, investigations and process improvements listed under Aspirations 1 and 2. 

Thank you also for supplying us with an advance draft of the District Wide Stormwater Consent.  This
is an essential document, but we believe that a consent is only a permissive document, and that the 
actual achievement of Council's objectives comes through the Long Term Plan process, aiming to 
achieve the levels of service provided in the Stormwater Activity Management Plan, the current 
version of which was adopted by the Council in 2018, and appears to be integrated with the other 
stormwater documents. 

Together with the Land Development Manual, which has been through the public consultation 
process, the Council will soon have put together a full set of documents with implementation force 
which will enable the aspirations of the Strategy to be achieved on the ground over a fixed period of 
time.  

Do you want to be involved in the implementation of specific parts of the plan? If yes - 
please tell us how and where you would like to contribute 

The Waimea Inlet Action Plan 2018-21 was received and adopted by the Council on 23 April 2019.  It 
sets out those actions that we wish to see carried out for the Inlet.  We would be very pleased to 
contribute as best we can to the implementation of any of those actions in the Richmond 
Stormwater Management Plan which relate directly to actions in the Waimea Inlet Action Plan.  They
are listed in Attachment 2 of Item 2.4 of the Tasman District Full Council Agenda – 28 March 2019.

Have we set our aspirations and long term targets right? 

With the two amendments to the wording proposed above, the aspirations are excellent.  We will be
keen to see the proposed timeline actually achieved.  At this stage the long term targets seem 
realistic.  

However, it is essential that the Council does not allow the targets to slip.  That could occur through 
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reductions in the requirements placed on developers and through reduced funding for stormwater 
through the Long Term Plan / Annual Plan process.  Every effort must be made, by the Council, by 
ratepayers and by the Waimea Inlet Forum, to make sure that that does not happen.  

The Waimea Inlet Action Plan also has targets.  Several of them specifically address stormwater-
related concerns. 

Under its Intermediate Outcome 2.1 are the following relevant targets:

1. Complete review of water quality in contributing waterways and document required remedial
action by 2025.

2. Establish a list of priority sites for restoration work on freshwater ecosystems by 31 December
2019.

3. Catchment nutrient, sediment, faecal and other contaminants concentrations to the 
tributaries going into the Inlet are reduced by 10% by 2021.

4. All urban and industrial storm water and effluent discharges to streams in the catchment 
meet ANZECC (2000) ISQG low sediment toxicity criteria within 50m of the discharge outfall 
by 2030.

Under its Intermediate Outcome 4.1 is the following relevant target:

1. Complete programmes to restore fish habitat, including spawning sites, and identify and 
remove targeted fish passage barriers in contributing waterways by 1 July 2025.

Under its Intermediate Outcome 4.1 is the following relevant target:

1. Reporting by all participating organisations every three years at Waimea Inlet Forums with 
progress reports annually.

The Waimea Inlet Forum will continue to press, and where possible to support and help, the Council 
and the other Forum collaborators to achieve these Waimea Inlet targets.

What aspects of stormwater management are most important to you? 

All actions that will improve the water quality, ecosystem health and environmental aesthetics of the
Inlet are important to the Forum.

What else should Council consider, that hasn't been addressed by the Richmond Catchment
Management Plan? 

From our study of the full set of stormwater-related documents, we have come to the view that they
provide a very comprehensive road map for the way forward.  
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As discussed above:

1. We would like to see a section added to the Strategy that explains the requirements of the 
New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement in relation to stormwater management.

2. We would like additional wording in the Aspirations of the Strategy to include the protection 
of the coastal marine environment and ecosystem health.

We ask that, in addition, 

3. The Council should state that it will integrate stormwater management into its public 
relations strategy, so as to increase public awareness of the need to keep sediment and other
contaminants out of the waterways and to encourage members of the community to care for 
them.  Behaviour change (among households, businesses, industry and communities 
generally) that mitigates or avoids contamination in the first place has to be part of the 
solution. Infrastructure and treatment alone will not solve the problem in the mid- to long-
term. 

4. We note that Policy 12 of the New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement requires the control of 
activities that could cause harmful aquatic organisms to be released or otherwise spread.  We
understand that the recent re-alignment of the lower reaches of Borck Creek has caused 
significant spread of Gambusia fish that the Department of Conservation had been trying to 
eradicate.  We would like to see the documents acknowledge the Council's responsibility to 
manage the risk of the release or spread of harmful aquatic organisms.

Thank you for the opportunity to give feedback.

for the Waimea Inlet Forum working group

E-mail: waimea.inlet@gmail.com 

Contact person: David Sissons,  23 Cropp Place, Richmond, Nelson 7020
Phone: (03) 544 1573   Mobile: 027 216 1100    E-mail: sissonsihug@outlook.com
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